6OO                                APPENDIX

He and I slept at the Hotel d'Alsace that night in a
room upstairs. We were called twice by the nurse, who
thought Oscar was actually dying. About 5.30 in the
morning a complete change came over him, the lines of
the face altered, and I believe what is called the death
rattle began, but I had never heard anything like it be-
fore; it sounded like the horrible turning of a crank, and it
never ceased until the end. His eyes did not respond to the
light test any longer. Foam and blood came from his
mouth, and had to be wiped away by someone standing
by him all the time. At 12 o'clock I went out to get some
food, Reggie mounting guard. He went out at 12.30. Prom
i o'clock we did not leave the room; the painful noise from
the throat became louder and louder. Reggie and myself
destroyed letters to keep ourselves from breaking down.
The two nurses were out, and the proprietor of the hotel
had come up to take their place; at 1.45 the time of his
breathing altered. I went to the bedside and held his
hand, his pulse began to flutter. He heaved a deep sigh,
the only natural one I had heard since I arrived, the limbs
seemed to stretch involuntarily, the breathing came fainter;
he passed at 10 minutes to 2 p. m. exactly.

After washing and winding the body, and removing the
appalling dSbris which had to be burnt, Reggie and my-
self and the proprietor started for the Maine to make the
official declaration. There is no use recounting the tedious
experiences which only make me angry to think about.
The excellent Dupoirier lost his head and complicated
matters by making a mystery over Oscar's name, though
there was a difficulty, as Oscar was registered under the
name of Melmoth at the hotel, and it is contrary to the
French law to be under an assumed name in your hotel.
From 3.30 till 5 p. m. we hung about the Maine and the
Commissaire de Police offices. I then got angry and in-
sisted on going to Gesling, the undertaker to the English
Embassy, to whom Father Cuthbert had recommended
me. After settling matters with him I went off to find
some nuns to watch the body. I thought that in Paris of
all places this would be quite easy, but it was only after
incredible difficulties I got two Fsanciscan sisters.